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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2023 of Llangunnor Community Council. My audit has been conducted on 
behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of 
the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor 
General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Qualified 

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of 
my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for 
concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Basis of Qualification 

Accounting Statement 

In my opinion, the Accounting Statement does not properly present the Council’s 
receipts and payments and financial position:  
• The Council has not prepared its Accounting Statement in accordance with 

proper accounting practice. 
• The Accounting Statement is not arithmetically correct.  
• The Council has misreported its balances as at 1 April and 31 March for both 

the 2022-23 accounts and the 2021-22 comparative accounts. The Council 
excludes from its year end accounts, payments made during the year that have 
not cleared its bank account by 31 March. Consequently, the year end balances 
are overstated. 

• The Accounting Statement does not fully reconcile to the Council’s cashbook. 
• The Council did not provide sufficient records for me to complete my audit test 

procedures for non-precept receipts. 
• The Council failed to provide bank statements for one of its three bank accounts 

and therefore I am unable to conclude whether or not the Accounting Statement 
is a complete and accurate summary of the Council’s receipts and payments. 

• The Council failed to provide sufficient payroll records to enable me to complete 
my audit of staff costs. 
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• The Council explained the difference between 2021-22 and 2022-23 for line 6 
as including £2850 of loan repayments despite loan repayments being reported 
in line 5. 

Annual Governance Statement 

In my opinion, the Annual Governance Statement is not consistent with the Council’s 
internal controls and governance arrangements for the year:  
• Assertion1: The Council failed to comply with the requirements set by the 

Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 to approve the accounts by 30 
June 2023 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Corrected Accounting Statement 2022-23 

Subject to a limitation that we have bene unable to verify staff costs due to limited 
information being provided by the Council, in our opinion, the Accounting Statement 
should state: 
 2022-23 

1. Opening balance at 1 April 2022 £62,754 
2. Precept  £33,000 
3. Other receipts £8,418 
4. Staff costs £10,563 
5. Loan repayments £2,850 
6. Other payments £37,226 
7. Balance carried forward (equals lines 9 and 11) £53,443 

 Publication of information 

The Council does not publish on its website the information it is required to publish 
electronically by the Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru etc. Act 2013 and 
the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 Specifically, the Council 
should publish a register of members interests. 

We recommend that the Council reviews its publication arrangements to ensure it 
meets its responsibilities  
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Information required for audit 

Each year we send the Council an audit notice that sets out the information that must 
be submitted for audit. Failure to provide this information leads to additional audit 
work and an increased audit fee. 

We recommend that the Council reviews this notice carefully to ensure that all 
relevant information is provided.  

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 17/06/2025 
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